680                                      RUSSIA: A History and an Interpretation
under Prince Joseph Poniatowski, who had remained loyal to Napoleon, withdrew to Galicia. On February 28, N.S., Russia and Prussia concluded a military alliance (Treaty of Kalish) and on March 13, N.S., Frederick William declared war on France. The allied troops under the supreme command of, first, Kutuzov and, after his death (April, 1813), of the Russian Field Marshal Count Wittgenstein were confronted with a new and powerful French army. Their defeat at Liitzen (May 2, N.S.) and the bloody but indecisive battle of Bautzen (May 20, N.S.) were followed from June to August by an armistice brought about by a French proposal of peace. This move was probably a fatal mistake on the part of Napoleon. Not only did it afford the allies an opportunity to strengthen and reorganize their battered forces but it also permitted them to enlarge the scope of the coalition. The allies were joined by Sweden and were assured of the indispensable financial assistance of Great Britain (Treaty of Reichenbach, June 14, N.S.). On June 27, N.S., by the secret Treaty of Reichenbach, Austria concluded a military alliance with Russia and Prussia and undertook to declare war on France should the terms of the allies be rejected by Napoleon. Peace negotiations having broken down, Emperor Francis duly entered the war against his son-in-law (August
According to authoritative estimates, the allied armies under the supreme command of the Austrian Field Marshal, Prince Schwarzen-berg, numbered well over 500,000 men, including 185,000 Russians, while there were more effectives at the disposal of Napoleon, perhaps as many as 700,000. The battle of Dresden (August 26 and 27, N.S.), the first major encounter between the French and the new coalition, was a great victory for Napoleon, but the allies defeated the French at Kulm (August 30, N.S.) and dealt them a shattering blow in the gigantic battle of Leipzig (October 16 to 19, N.S.), where 120,000 men are said to have been killed or wounded. The French army was forced to retreat behind the Rhine, the Confederation of the Rhine collapsed, and the German kings and princes hastened to desert Napoleon and to join the ranks of the allies. In spite of these costly successes the ultimate victory of the coalition remained uncertain. "At the end of 1813," writes C. K. Webster, "the alliance appeared to be dissolving into fragments. It had neither military nor diplomatic unity." There were futile peace negotiations with France, while the uncoordinated moves of allied commanders permitted Napoleon to win a number